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Campers at Rockin’ the Rivers looking forward the music
By JODI HAUSEN, Chronicle Sta! Writer Aug 13, 2010

Je! Olson and Jesse Haacke of Whitehall take a break from setting up camp to strum their toy guitars at the Rockin’ the Rivers festival
grounds Thursday.
NICK WOLCOTT/CHRONICLE

THREE FORKS -- From two $100 vintage trailers with a ragged tarp stretched
between them to the six-figure motor home, you’ll find all types camping at Rockin’
the Rivers this weekend.
The masses -- 7,000 are expected to attend -- began arriving at the large field between
Three Forks and Lewis and Clark Caverns State Park Thursday afternoon.
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Like the Beverly Hillbillies, Jesse Haacke, Jeff Olson and Roxann Wehner, of
Whitehall, rolled out the Astroturf and arranged a heavily upholstered couch, a
recliner and round kitchen table between their two 1950s-era trailers. They struggled
to tie a dusty, brown tarp over their makeshift living room as gusts of wind came up
over the Jefferson River.
“The best part is when it’s all set up and we can relax and visit with friends because
it’s comfy like home,” Wehner said about the trio’s “Gypzee” camp.
With a plethora of quirky décor -- pink flamingos, a giant red Furby doll and strings
of lights -- it takes almost eight hours for them to set up camp. Yet, for a dozen years
in a row, they’ve attended the music festival and its predecessor, Rockin’ the Rockies.
About 100 feet away from the self-described gypsies, Mark Pollock, of Missoula,
pushed a couple of buttons and his motor home leveled itself on the uneven ground
and the rooms inside expanded.
This was Pollock’s second time at the music festival. Last year he came to see Peter
Frampton.
This year Pollock, the owner of Blue Ribbon Auto Body in Missoula, brought along his
employee and friend, Ryan Joyner. He also bought each of them $275 VIP passes,
which include upfront viewing and complimentary beer.
“I don’t get to do stuff like this without employees like him,” Pollock said.
And at the edge of the field, two teenage boys stood ready to serve customers in a
small wooden “convenience store.”
Jesse Dickson, 18, and Skylar Stewart, 17, of Belgrade, were ready to sell festival-goers
ice, lip balm, bug spray, cold drinks, coffee, snacks and other sundries. An ATM stood
ready to spit out cash in the center of the woodchip-covered floor.
The teens had come with their boss, Carl Tuliback, owner of Pop’s Country Store. The
store opened seven weeks ago in the River Rock subdivision in Belgrade.
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Festival organizers offered him the spot in a semi-permanent structure on the festival
grounds complete with air conditioning and refrigeration, which he loaded up with
merchandise, hauled to the concert grounds in a horse trailer.
But no matter their definition of “roughing it,” everyone setting up camp for the
festival, which begins today at noon, said they were looking forward to the music.
This year’s headliners include Bret Michaels, Collective Soul, Cracker and the Doobie
Brothers.
Home-grown bands include The Clintons, Pinky and the Floyd, Jamelution and the
Dave Walker Band, to name a few.
Event organizers said they, too, were looking forward to the music.
“I’m looking forward to a smooth-running show with very few surprises other than
the ones on stage,” event organizer Marilyn Vandolah said. She’s eager to hear
Cracker.
“I have a bit of an off-beat taste in music,” she said. “That was my idea. I’ll take
responsibility for that.”
And as Roxann Wehner looked up the hill at her temporary neighbors’ pricey motor
homes and third wheels, there wasn’t a bit of envy in her gaze.
“We like it this way,” she said of her honky-tonk campsite.
Jodi Hausen can be reached at jhausen@dailychronicle.com or 582-2630. Read her
blog at jhausen.wordpress.com or follow her on Twitter @bozemancrime.
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